
C HEERS star Woody 
Harrelson’s father — 
a mob hitman now in 
prison for gunning 
' down a federal judge — 
confessed more than a 
decade ago that he was 
involved in tlie assassi- 
nation of President Ken- 
nedy, The GLOBE has 
learned. 

The elder Harrelson even 
drew a map showing exactly 
where he was positioned in 
Dealey Plaza in Dallas on No- 



vember 22, 19G3, as the 
doomed President’s motorcade 
passed l>y, according to testi- 
mony at the hitman’s murder 
trialinPJHO. 

Amazingly, 52- year- old 
Charles V. Harrelson lias never 
been f|uestione(l by the FBI about 
his role in tlie JFK killi/ig — even 
Ihougli bis claims are supported 
by photographs of a mystery man 
arrested in Dallas less tlian an 
hour after the assassination. Top 



More than 25 
years after 
Jolm F. 
Kennedy was 
gunned down, 
ThoGLODE 
reveals a new 
twist to his 
assassination 



phologrnpliy cxpi-rls say IIm* i- 
very' likely is I lanclson. 

‘'ilarrrdson was. in niy opiniei 
member of the Kennedy assas..! 
lion team," says Jim Mans, a la 
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Charles Harrelson (above) and a picture of the mystciy 
suspect known as "The Tall Tramp" taken in 1963. "Ui.- 
less Harrelson has an Identical twin, Ifierc's no way lie's 
not The Tall Tramp,'’ say one leading photo expcrl 
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lime l\ennr‘(|y assassinal inn invr*s- j 
ligaloj- ami anllH*r nl'CjD.ssnrr', 'Du' 
1’1 «jL 'I'bat Killi-d Kaniu'ily. ilartcl- I 
srm, whusc .son plays bartender | 
Woody on Cheers, later recanted 
Ills ndmission. 

Ilul. he lia.s keen linked by the * 
riU li» a .sliadowy group of liirrj ' 
gunimm, mercenaries and di ug 
.smugglers krunvn as "'Ihe ('oinpa- ■■ 
ny". 

lie is now serving three lili* .sen- | 
(<*nces in the U.S. I’enili'nliaty at! 
Marion. III., for I he 1975) nuinler-for- 
liir(! killing ol’ Judge John Wood of ! 
San Antonio, 'IVxas, wlio wa.s prob- 
ing organized criim: ties to the nar- ; 
colics trade. 1 

ilarrel.son i.s eligible for parole 
May 22. 15)98. 

“'I’here was loslinuiny at Ins trial 
lliat he admitted being involved in 
llie Ji‘ K assassination." bis delens(‘ 





Charles Harfclson is currently serving three life sentences lor his role in the murder oi i Texas jtidgo. He s eligible lor parole in 199U 



allorney. 'Pom Slurpe Jr., lias ac- 
kuowlcclRed. “llarrclson alsr) ad- 
niilled his involvemenl lo police In 
Scplomber, 1980. foliowinj; his ar- 
rest." 

I Kc.-pnrlcr Anne Urdfcnlic^rK. "'ho 
I rovcri'd the \Vo«k 1 imiidor trial lor 
I I he Fort Worth Star-Tek‘i{ram. re- 
I voalod: 

“Joe Chaj^rn (a povermneat wit- 
ness) told jurors that when he vis- 
ited Harielson . . . in jiiil in Se[>- 
lenil>er. IDHU. llarrelson told him 
about a ‘will’ in which he jidmiUed 
killing Judf^e Wood and Ihesident 
Kr.-nnedy. 

“1 larrel.son's reprated confession 
was first made public after lie was 



arrested . . . he reportedly ad- 
mitted both shiyin|.{s. Chaf^ra said 
llarrelson l«»ld him: 

“‘I will clear up the Kennedy 
matter at the same lime I clear uj) 
the Worxl matter.' " 



IIACiRA testified tliat liar- 
rel.soa “tlrew a map of IJealey 
Pla/.a in Dallas to show mo 
where he was standing when 
Kennetly -was shot." 

lie reportedly pinpointed a spot 
behind a fence on the famous “jp'hs- 
sy knoir wla;re witnesses say they 
saw ^unllashe.'^ titid lietn d j'unlire. 
Mans say.s llarrelson told (.Juick 




Cook of the Dallas Morning Nev'.s: 
“Listen, if and when 1 ttet out 
here and feel free lo talk. I .vil! 
have Bornething that will be the 
biggc.st stor)' you ever had.” 

And when askeil what (hat story 
would he. llarrelson would only re- 
ply: “November 22. IDUJ. You it- 
nicmher that?" 

Marrs al.so reveals that when iii- 
resled for Judge Woods imuiler. 
llarrelson was carrying the busi- 
ness card ol a close frieiul. ILIV 
Matthews — a man he looked tip t.» 
“as a lather. 

“Russell Douglas Malthews was 
close lo Dallas niglilcluh owner 
Jjick Uuliy. ihe man who gunned 
down Lee Harvey Oswald," s;i;,s 
Marrs. 

“Malthews was described by ll;i“ 
Hou.se assassinations committee as 
a man heavily engaged in criminal 
activity .‘<inn‘ I lie J htUs. 

“If Dallas organi/ed crime was 
indeed involvrrd lln the JFK assii.--- 
sination). then the enlin* spOcliui.i 
of the Dallas uiulurwoi Id at that 
time betuiiios .sii.^pi-vl. 

“And this would have lo indut.e 
Charles i iarndson ” 

Itesearclicrs ludieve Harrolsim is 
“'file 'fall 'framp" — tine of tliir-e 
tnyslerious tn<*n photographed un- 
der arrest in Dealey Pla/.a. Wit- 
nc.sse.s s.aw at least one of the 




“tramp.s” -- the Harretson loolt- 
aliite — hehiiid liu.' lenct^ on the 
giarsy knoll m-ar the pia/a. 

“Unless Ham-lson has an identi- 
cal twin — and lu* doesn't — - thertfs 
no way he's not "fhe 'fall 'i’ramp’," 
says pljologra))hic I'xjiert Jack 
Wliil**, a consultanl to Ihe House 
Stdecl (auniniUee tm Assassina- 
tions. which tltdei'iuined in 1J78 
tlial accusiMl assas.sin 1 a! 0 Harvey 
Oswald did not act alone. 

'fhe three uu“n weie called 
“tramps" hi.-cause. at I’lr.sL glance, 
lliiry look shabbily dressed, like 
bums. Hut blow-ups of the picturi’S 
show llial their shoes appear Lo he 
new and sliiny ami their cloLlics are 
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un.soilod. They are clean-shaven and their imir is neatly 
iViinmed. 

“'J'Iktc are onouRh amazing similarities between the man 
identified as ‘'I’he Tall Tramp' and Charles Harreison that 
ihcrejs a very gocjd probability that it is one and the same 
man,” says George Pearl, one of the nation's top experts on pho- 
tographic evidence. 

"1 believe that the 1963 tramp photos which I’ve studied and pic- 
tures of Charle.s Harrel- 

son are close cnougli in j- 

Bjssttc-- investigators 

agree lie's 

(iLCJllIv that when he >o ii _ 

tiiQ iiwsterv 

reisim henig led mlo . ^ 

^troiiip^ wSi0 
iirrestesl 

wer. 17 Hft0r JP§C 

HtS-- CiSSgiSSlllEltiOll 

No one has ever 

l^carned why tlm three quickly after the nssassi- an assas.sinr 
"tramps," who were ar- nation. “Were ail three authors Gar 
rc.sted while hiding in a real tramps, or was one Larrv Harris 
boxcar, were released so or more of them part of “'fhaiiks If 
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an assas.sination learn?" 
authors Gary Shaw and 
Larr>' Harris ask. 

“'fhaiiks to Dallas law 



enforcement officials and 
tlie Fill, we may never 
know. Deputy Sheriff 
Harold Elkins relea.sed 









them without any arre.st 
record being made or any 
mug? 1 ••l.i or fingerprints 
heii c -.akeii. Not even 
their npnies were writ- 
ten di « I." 

In ai; e.sclu.sivc* prison 
intiMwjw wilh GhOHIC 
Ivxecui ye Editor (diarlie 
Monlgo m-ry in Huiils. 
ville. '‘■.•xas. 1 larrelson 
admiiU.J that he had 
confess? .1 to the .JFK as- 
sassin;-<iiMi. ”1 didn’t 
cure 111 Keiineily ■ - Uiafs 
tnie." • .••evi'.'ihMl, 

”1 • killeil JKK."he 

l«»hl M'li'ija'iiiiTv, "I .siiili 
it the d. ■ o( lUY ane.-i| 

He I. i kly added that 






Coj)s take tjx? three mystery 
■Tramps" to jail, including a 
eJeod ringer lor Harreison 
(fight). Bcliiixt ltx?m is tlx> 
Texas Sctioot Book Depos- 
itory from which Lee ILiivey 
Oswald allcgodty slx>t 

he wa.sn’t really one of 
thi? triggrniieii. hut 
when asked il ho had any 
other in(oriiiation aluna 
KeniMsly's a.ssas.si nation, 
he only smiled .sniu/'ly 
I lowi- vi'f. I la I rel.siiii 
said diilluigly: ‘it was 
not ].ee Harvey Oswald.” 
when a.sked ifhe lliouj-lit 
{ fsuald wa.s jjuilly, ITien 
he lid! silent again, 

— K£N HAKRCLL 
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